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Readers’ Views

Must We Portray Our Fbés,A

F " TO THE EDITOR: May I comment on your'
i editorial of February 1 on the Mott case.

Unless the editorial writer had access to
secret files, the conclusions-presented left
.something to be desired. The reasons given
for Mr. Mott's murder (If it wasy-ware to
demonstrate Russian “toughness antl/othe
Russians bellef that he was ¢ CIA a
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lng? 2 ussla'a obvlous embm'aumem mhor
: than “toughness” over the affair and the

i t,hemselves in a situation they would rather]

have avoided.
Q t Regarding the editorlal writer’s beln

%> accepting the hoax, let's give the departmen
+ credit for the reasons for thelr decision, May-
- be they know something we don’t know and |
.~ they prefer to act thusly for the time belng.

It is possible that Mr. Mott was murdered |
by some individual crackpot wlt.hout its nec-:
essaruy having beén a grand ¢ nsplracy 4
from the Kremlin, luch a8 you llnp

¥ “amazed” at the U. 8. State Department fof '

guarded? The local police can be blamed
for laxity but would you "indict the who{S‘
U. 8. government;?

As to the writer's wondering about U. 8.
consular officlals’ walking the: stipets ot
Russla In" fear, it probably would be' no
more dangerous than a Russian {or an Ameér}
¢at) strolling through Central Parkl No' na.
t.lon has a comu' on m:uvmm vlolence. "

* return of the body would indicate they found J ik fuk
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